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\Becunsrasmns, ch. XI. ve. I. 


© AST thy Bread upon the Waters : For 
- thou fe Pins find it a Wer many _ 


FT E R the Letters, which 
have been juſt now read to 
you; the One from our moſt 
gracious SOVEREIGN, and 
che Other from 1H LoRD 
R ARCHBISHOP of Canterbury; I 
perſuade myſelf there are few preſent, who are 
not, in ſome Meaſure, appriſed, both of he Nature 
of that great Duty, which is now immediately be- 
fore us; and of 7he Obhgations we are under to ap- 
pear in it, from the ſuperior Authority, by which 
it corhes recommended. Charity, even That, 
which is of Chriftian Original, is the great and 
pious Wofk, to which we here, in general, 
Rand: invited: Aud that, in Concurtence with 
A 2 the 
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fitable . ta. Ourſebves : Intimating, however, that 


—— — * 


2 —_ 2 che Words of our Text have 


a direct Tendency in themſelves, to ſpirit us 
for this Service, will. readily be: acknowledg'd, 

when we come to examine their: Contents. Be- 
cauſe, as we ſhall find them expreſs. in the In- 
forcement of the great Buſineſs of Charity itſelf; 
ſo we. have the Pleaſure. of obſerving, that zh: 


Authority of Heaven here. ſeconds. the Voice of 


the Higheſt Powers amongſt us on Earth: All 


uniting their Sacred Influence. to. bind the Duty 


effectually upon us, and make us truly Zealous 


and Chearful in the Diſcharge of it. 
Non does. the Text ſubject us to an arbitrary, 


fruit thſs Injunction, or call us to labour at Uncer- 


tarnties and for Nought. : Sa far from it, that if 
it impoſes à Command upon us in the former 


Part of the Verſe ; Care is. taken, that it be fol- 
| lowed with proper Encouragement in the latter.— 


CasT thy, Bread upon the Waters :. There we 
meet with @- pofitive Injundtion to Charity from 
ALMIGHTY Gon, conſtituting the firſt General 


Diviſion of our Text. But is it left here? By no 
Means. Therefore it follows in the other Ge- 


neral Diviſion: For thou ſhalt find it after many 
Days. Which Words are, at. the fame Time, 
both à good Reaſon for our Charity, and 4 for- 
cible Incentive. to it: As they bring us the Pro- 
miſe of it's being uſeful to others, as well as pro- 


it 
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it is but fiting and necellty, that we leave the 
Accompliſhment of theſe THe to the Divine 
8 | 

As to the Command, delivered in as former 
Part of our Text, we obſerve as follows:: 


I. BREAD is a Term uſed in Holy Scripture, 
for the ſeveral Neceſſaries of the edible Kind x 
tho' more efpecially, for that Food, which is 
made of Corn And in. this Application of the 
Word, it is well known, that Breap, from it's 
general Uſefulneſs, is commonly called The Staff 
of Life. But this is only it's more reſtrained 
Senſe. For it is likewiſe found to include; 
Every Provifion and Benefit,. at large, by which 


we may properly ſupport Natural Life, and com- 


fort Thoſe, who labour under Penury or Want 3. 
And therefore, when THE ALMIGHTY. threatens 
to reduce a City or Nation to ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, He does it by ſaying, that He will break 
The Staff of Bread: To intimate, that He will 
deprive them of Al the Neceſſaries of Life ; as 


may be:ſeen by conſulting the Scriptures refer'd 


to in the Margin +. 
Now, taking the Word here in this exten/ive 
Senſe, when we are commanded. to cef our 


1 Sam. Av. 24. 2 Gen. iii. 19. 3 1a. xxxiii. 16. Pf. 
exxxii. 18. Matth. vi. 11. 4 Lev. Xvi. 26. Pf, cv. 16. Exel. 
iv. 16. Ch. v. 16. and xiv. * 
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BREAD upon the Waters, it intends the Obliga- 
tions we are under, to miniſter to the Neceſſities 
of the poor and diſtreſs d Part of our Species [our 
indigent Fellow-Chriſtians eſpecially] by All the 
Means in our Power. We are to conſider Them 
as Perſons, who challenge our Aſſiſtance in it's 
laſt Extent ; and who have a Right to ſhare our 
Bounty in it's full Compaſs ; agreeable to t be 
Variety of their Wants, and the Degree, in 
which it may have pleaſed TE ALMIGHTY to 
bleſs us. | 


IT. As to the Term WarrRs, it admits of 
Conſideration in three different Lights; being 
expreſſive not only of The Number of the Perſons 
to be reliev'd, but alſo, of Therr Particular Si- 
tuation on the one Hand, and Their General 
Diſpoſition on the other. 

I. Ir is commonly known, That the Term 
Warers, in the Scripture-Dialect, when per- 
fonally applied, fignifies I Multitude, or Con/i- 
derable Body of People. Nay, we find, that 
even Kingdoms and Tongues and Nations ſtand 
repreſented under That Emblem *.—So that, 7 
caſt our Bread upon the WATExRs, in this Accep- 
tation of the Word, is, To be as difu/zve or 
general in our Charity, in Reference to The Ob- 


1 Ja, viii. 7. | 2 Rev. xvii. 15. 


jects 
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jets of it, as poſſible. We a are to give it a free 
Courſe, in Imitation of Our Heavenly FarHER, 
who cauſes his Sun to ſhine, and his Rain to 
deſcend on All his reaſonable Creatures promiſ- 
cuouſly *; and therefore, where it is in our 
Power, ſhould think ourſelves obliged to ſend 
our Charity, in it's benign Influences, to the re- 
moteſt Corners of the Earth. 

Axp here the Term appears admirably adapt- 
ed to The Namerous Objects, for Whom we are 
now ſolliciting: The various Members of Our 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, and The yet-unconverted 
Nations of the lately diſcovered American World. 
This, however, is only the Fit View of the 
Term WATERs in our Text. For 
2. IT is farther obſerv'd to expreſs a State of 

Trouble and Afliction. This Senſe of the Word 

likewiſe, is too frequent in Holy Scripture, to 
want any other Proof, than what will ariſe on 


the bare Inſpection of the Paſſages below *.—But 


if Tus WATERS, in general, intimate a Circum- 
ſtance of Dz#ſtreſs; a Condition, more or leſs, 


afflifFive : It's Reference to the preſent State of 


our Proteſtant Brethren in the Weſt Indies, will 
be preſently ſeen.. 

Tun WorD- and SACRAMENTS are juſtly 
conſidered, as the great Mediums, thro which 


* Matth. v. 45. 2 P/. xlii. 7. Nix. 1, 2. and bgoxviil. 7. 
| --— Exek. xxvi. 19. M 2 
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ll our. r Supplies for, the Djvuine Life « are con- 
vey d; and are therefore quite neceſſary, not 
only to the ſpiritual Increaſe of thoſe, who al- 
ready believe; but alſo for ſecuring @ Succeſſion 
of Converts to The Church. Wherefore to la- 
bour under à total Privation of theſe Means of 
Grace; to ſuffer an abſolute Famine in our ſpi- 
ritual Provifions : Or, ſuppoſing the Caſe not 
immediately ſo deſperate ; but to find, on a gene- 
ral Survey of Things, that we have but too 
much Reaſon to fear a Suſpen/ion of theſe Sup- 
plies for a Time; or that they will be dealt out 
more ſparingly. to us: Or, in fine, puting the 
Caſe as low as poſſible, to ſee ourſelves left to 
drag- on heavily in ſupporting the Inſtitutions of 


the Chriſtian Church, thro a Deficiency. of the 


proper Funds: What can there be imagined 
more terribly affritive, to a pious, benevolent 
Chriſtian ? One, who is not more fully appriſed 
of his own ſpiritual Wants, than he is deeply 
concern'd for the eternal Welfare of his Fellow- 
Creatures.—And, as it is here to be obſerv'd, 
that the laſt of the above-ſupposd Caſes is, at 
this Time, he certain State of our religious In- 
tereſt in our American Colonies ; and therefore 
what gives Riſe to the preſent Application : So, 
it is by no Means improbable, but that he ſeve- 
ral other Ci rcumſtances may, at laſt, take Place; 
unleſs our Brethren in thoſe Parts of the World 
Tt find 


= 


_—— 


| 
ws * 


* 
* * 88 _— —— „ * — 1 
a. 88 


— — 


10 CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY. 


— 


5 


9 


. Sony "4 


find themſelves duely ated by our generous 
Contributions, 

Turk remains yet ebe Acceptation of 
the Teri WATERS, and which, tho', at firſt 
View, forbiding, we need not, wn, in the 
leaſt, ſcruple bringing into the Account: Becauſe 
au Antidote againſt every Suſpicion and Fear, 
that may be thought to lie againſt us from this 
Quarter, is abſolutely at Hand. Is it aſk'd, What 
may this Third Senſe of the Word be? I anſwer : 
That beſides its including an utter Inability in 
the Perſons, ſharing our Bounty, to make any 


| proportionate Return, thro' their impoveriſh'd, 


calamitous State ; [in which Light it belongs, in 
Part, to the preceeding Head: ] It farther ſug- 
geſts the general Unworthineſs of the Perſons re- 
liev'd, as They appear, through a ſordid, negli- 
gent Temper, no way diſpos'd to make he Re- 
turns actually in their Power : Meaning Thoſe 
of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs. 

| Here then, it will be obſerv'd, we labour 
0 a double Diſcouragement; being concern'd, 
it ſeems, on this Face of Things, in the Matters 
of our Charity, either with Thoſe, who are 
unable; or Such as are waging, to make Fe 
proper Returns. 

War then is our Relief under the former 
Difficulty ? Or, rather, What is the Conſidera- 
tion left us, either to prompt us to, or give us 

| B Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure under, an Act of Liberality? I anſwer 
that, with all the Diſcouragements, which ſeem 
to ſurround this State of the Queſtion, we ſhall, 
nevertheleſs, be ſoon convinc'd, that Charity to 
the moſt neceſſitous Part of our Species is our 
abſolute Duty; whether we regard the Dactrine 
of CHRIST on this Head, or the Command of Gop 
here in the Text. And where we can prove, 
that a Point of Duty lies incumbent upon us 
from Heaven, it will be acknowledged, I ima- 
gine, that the Creature's Submiſion is out of 
Diſpute. 
Ir we dare form our Sentiments on CHR1sT's 
Eſtimate of Things, or are capable of ſeeing 
our Obligations to That Practice, He is pleas'd 
to recommend ; we ſhall readily perſuade our- 
ſelves, that a Perſon's Incapacity to make us ſut- 
able Returns, is ſo far from being a Reaſon, that 
will juſtify us in with-holding our Charity from 
him; that the Poor, and Thoſe only, are the Per- 
fons, we ought, in this Caſe, immediately: to ſcel 
out, and make the firſt and chief Objects of our 
Munificence. Hear to this Purpoſe our Loxy's 
Words by St. Luke : When thou makeft a Feaſt 
[that is, appeareſt in any Act of Hoſpitality or 
Benevolence] call the poor, the maimed, the lame 
and the blind: And thou ſhalt be bleſſed; for they 
cannot recompence thee *,—Here then, we have 


* Ch. xiv. 13, 14. 
| OvuR 
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Our Savrour's Pleaſure in the Point. A Low 

from Him, exactly deſcribing The Objects of our 
Charity. To which we may ſubjoin the poitive | 
Injunttion found in our Text. That Sovereign | 
Majeſty, to Whom we owe Ourſelves and our 
Subſtance, has here laid us under a ſtrict Charge, 
To caſt our Bread upon TuRsE WATERS: To | 
diſtribute our Charity to Perſons of This preciſe | 
Charafer.—TFhis then, to a pious Chriſtian, is 
both his Warrant for Action, and the Meaſure 
of his Obedience, When he ſtands convinced, 
that Liberality to the Poor, Thoſe of the Chri- 
ſtian Character efpecially, is te Ordinance of 
Heaven, he no longer confereth with fleſh and 
blood, * as to the Fitneſs and Neceſſity of the 
Thing; but ſees, at once, in the Command itſelf, 
that he is under the laſt Engagements honour 
THE LoRD with bis Subſtance, and Part of all 
bis Increaſe *. Nor this at large only; but, ra- 
ther, in that preciſe Manner, which ſhall beſt 
correſpond with the expreſs Dictates of Gop, 
the ſupreme Legiſlator. 

Bur then, to do Juſtice to this Part of the 
Subject, it muſt likewiſe be obſerv'd that, at 
the ſame Time that our Charity, in the preſent a 
View of it, affects us as a Duty; it will be alſo 
found to bring it's own Reward along with it: — 
Whether we conſider the Honour, that attends it 


1 Gal. i. 16. 2 Prov. iii. . 
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on one Side, or the Piaf, that reſults from 
it on the other. 

As to. the former Conſideration, it is ** to 
ſee, that Thoſe, who are employed by the Tur 
ALMIGHTY, in diſtributing, what is properly 
His Bounty [becauſe we only give Him of Hs 
Own z] are to be conſider'd, as acting in no 
leſs Quality than That of Almoners to The Bleſſed 


and Only Potentate *, They are herein truly, 


and properly, The Miniſters of Heaven. And 
who would not chooſe! to diſtinguiſh Himſelf 
in that Service, which has: ſuch an- illuſtrious 


Character annex'd : to it? — Beſides that, we 


ought to remember the Words of the Lokx D IJxsus, 
how He ſaid : It is more bleſſed to give, than to 
receive. 

In reſ pect to the Phaſure, which accompa- 
nies theſe Charitable Acts; I pretend not to be 
Maſter of Words equal to the Deſcription. Be- 
cauſe, while the generous Chriſtian can promiſe 
both for the Spring and Defign of his Liberality ; 


bis Conſcience bearing bim Witneſs *, that his Be- 


nevolence takes it's Riſe from a truly: Cbriſtian 
Principle, and is directed to a truly Worthy: End; 
he ſtands poſſeſs d, not barely of a: preſent Flow 
of inward Delight, but has Matter laid-up for 


future, pleaſurable Reflection: Things, 1 them- 


| : 1 Chron, xxix. 14. « 1 eu . i 


4 Roms. ix. i. and 2 Gr. i. 12. 


ſelves, 
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rang greatly ſuperior to any Return, that could 
be made him in an external or temporal Way. 

A Docrxixꝝ This, poſſibly, that may ſound 
like a Paradox with the Generality of Mankind. 
However, I will venture to ſay, not leſi true, for 
being but little underſtood — A bare Conſciouſneſs, 
that he has faithfully diſcharged his Duty, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe Matters, which concern the Ho- 
nour of his Gop, and the ſpiritual Advantage of 
his Fellow-Creatures ; is, to a good Man, the 
higheſt Pleaſure imaginable, Call a Perſon of 
that divine Character to any one Inſtance of Obe- 
dience | but, particularly, to this of Charity; 
in which he may be only an Inſtrument to ſerve 
and glorify his Maker ; and, he is ſure to be hap- 
py, in The Action Itjelf : Whether there be a Pro- 
ſpect of his Meeting with any ſuitable Return 
from Thoſe, who ſhare his Liberality, or not. 
Nay, it adds to his Pleaſure, in Offices of this 
Kind, that, according to his GREAT MasTER's 
Rule, he is actually ſerving Thoſe, who have it 
not in their Power to requite him. Becauſe a 
Behaviour of this Sort is a Proof, that he acts, 
at once, from @ very ſincere Love to ALMIGHTY 
Gop ; and from the mot generous Regard to Thoſe, 
who bear His Image; and Who, therefore, come 
recommended to him, both as he Workmanſhip 
of Heaven, and his near Relatives in the Fleſh. 


o that here, a Senſe of Moral Obligation evi- 
dently 


1 
* 
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evidently concurs with The Divine Command, 


ſpoken of above, 7o e and re this be- 


nevolent Practice. 

Nor that the Returns, which the Chriſtian 
Benefactor may juſtly expect, are wholly of 
the ſpiritual Kind, or fuch as centre intirely in 
the Pleaſures of his own Breaſt : He has the far- 
ther Liberty of turning his Eyes on material 
Objects, and promiſing himſelf a certain Recom- 
pence from that Quarter. Becauſe, be the Dif- 
ficulties, on the Part of the Creature, what they 
will; ALMTGRHTY Gop is {till The fame in re- 
ference to His Own Promiſe ; and Thrs, as we 
ſhall ſee more fully hereafter, ſtands as much 
engag d on one Side of the Queſtton, as I does 
on the other: I mean, Whether the Objects of 
our Charity are Perſons, who cannot; or Such, 
as will nof, return the 2 But this 
leads me 

To the other View of the Word, ck it's 
attending Diſcouragements, as ſtated above. 


And it is, indeed, too obvious to be denied, that 


the general Temper of Mankind, as here exhibi- 
ted under the Character of Tus WATERSõ, is 
diſingenuous and untractable; and therefore, for- 
biding enough. They are, it is true, to be con- 
fidered, in the Groſs, as an uncertain, turbulent 
Body; equally unthinking and ungrateful. In 
which Light, it is plain, they appear as a Com- 

poſition, 
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poſition, which promiſe no more Fruit to the 
Chriſtian Benefactor, than the Huſbandman could 
expect, were he to caſt his Seed on the Surface 
of the moſt ſwelling Waters. For as, in the one 
Caſe, the Natural Seed would be inſtantly car- 
ried down tbe Current; and therefore baffle all 
Expectation of a Crop: So, in the other, heap 
what Benefits you will, on the giddy, inattentive 


Croud ; they ſeem, to an Eye of Senſe, to be loſt, 


as ſoon as confer'd ; being ſunk, as it were, in 
the Depths of Ingraritude. 

AND is this Idea of the Word, any more than 
the preceding, to clog the great Buſineſs of Chri- 
ſtiam Liberality? Is this the Lion, that is to 
deter us from entering on this Part of our reli- 
gious Courſe ? Formidable let it be : We have 
fill ſuperior Strength on our Side. And there- 
fore are warranted to ſay: What is his, or the 
other Mountain, before our Zorobabel ? * Every 
Difficulty ſhall vaniſh before Almighty Power. 
For here Tax Eternal Gop interpoſes for us. 


He takes the Work into His own Hands, and 


makes Himſelf anſwerable for the Iſſue of our 


Charity. Is the Queſtion then : Whence does 


this appear ? I anſwer, 
From the Second General Part of the Text, 


which we are therefore in this Place to conſider 
a little more particularly. For to the Command, 


1 Prov. xxii. 1 3- * Zech. iv. 7. 5 
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in the former Part of the Verſe, which we have 
been hitherto endeavouring to explain; there is 
ſubjoin d, as was hinted above, @ very encouraging 
Promiſe in the latter Part of the Text. 
For thou ſhalt find it after many Days. 
HERE then, we are to obſerve is a PROMuISRH; 
ſhort, but full: The Words, it muſt be con- 
fels'd, are few; but the Aſſurance is /{rong and 


peremptory. And this, without the leaſt Re- 


ſtraint as to the Condition or Temper of the Per- 
ſons, claiming our Aſſiſtance. Be They there- 
fore, either ſo poor, as to make a Return im- 
poſſible; or, ſo diſingenuous, as to render it 
improbable: What is there in it? Our Reward 
is neither ſuſpended on What is ancertain, in the 
latter Caſe ; nor ſubject to What is impracticabli, 
in the former. The Thing is abſolately taken 
out of the Hands of Thoſe, who are to become 
the Objects of our Charity; and, by that Con- 
deſcenſion, which is peculiar to OUR Common 
FATHER, is made the expreſs Charge and Buſi- 
neſs of Heaven. . 

IT is true, ALMIGuTY Gor does, not bind 
Himſelf to any particular Time, for making 
us the neceſſary Returns. But why is this? 
Merely to exerciſe our Faith, on the one Part; 
and give Scope to cur Obedience, on the other. 
Where then is the Occafion of Complaint ? Be it 
after many Days : It ſhall, however, certainly 

come, 


at 
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come, in Gop's Time : And this, by the be/ 
Means and in the beſt Materials, And He defers 
it only, To illuſtrate our Graces, and, in the 
End, heighten our Reward. Shall we not then 
obey Him according to the Purport of His Com- 
mand © How prove we our Devotion? Shall we 
not wait His Time for the Return? Say, Where 


is our Obedience? Come it ſhall: If not now, in 


the Life preſent, yet [provided thou art a real 
Chriſtian] at 7he Reſurrection of the Fuſt*. If 
not to Thee, perſonally; to Others, at leaſt, thy 
Deſcendants ; Inſtances of which are numerous 
in Church- Hiſtory : If not in Kind (tho' That 
ſeems included in the Text) yet in Quality ; 
which Thou ſhalt acknowledge infinitely pre- 
ferable. For remember, as was ſaid above, The 
Strength of 1/rae/ * engages Himſelf on the Part 
of the generous Benefactor. He abſolutely aſ- 
ſures him @ full Recompence. 

ARE there, however, ſtill Jealouſies in the 
Point ? Perſons, with whom the Whole of this 
paſſes for bare Aſertion? And who, to juſtify 
themſelves in his contradictory, unbelieving Spi- 
rit, are free enough to retort upon us cr cw: 
Explication of the Term WaTERs, as given 
above? Be it ſo. It obliges us then, to ſome 
farther Attempts for their Conviction. That, if 
poſſible, we may not only obviate A Ogjec tions 


I Luke xiv. 14. 1 1 Sam. xv. 29. 
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in this Article; but alſo ſettle, with the greateſt 
Preciſion, the true Character of Thoſe, who 
preſent as Objects in the Charity before us.— 
Pleaſe therefore to indulge me the neceſſary 
Inlargement. 

Wr read, that Moſes ſweeten'd the Waters in 


the Deſart, by caſting à certain Mood into them; 


the ſame, we are told, with what the Mahome- 
tans now call Albab: The Preſent WAaTzxRs then, 
by Nature, perhaps, as Sitter, as thoſe in 7he 
Wilderneſs ; are equally capable of Correction in 
the Hands of Gop. Suppofing then, as ſome 


Expoſitors of good Note have done, That, ſe- 


parate from what is Natural in this Cafe, there 
is alſo herein an Alluſion to the Croſs of our 
SAVIOUR ; We ſhall readily believe, that Th:s 
Wood is ſuch a fovereign Alterative, that where 
it's Divine Influence is felt, thoſe, who are na- 
turally of the very worſt Spirit, cannot fail of 
being ſweeten' d into every Thing the Reverſe.— 
What then have we farther to do in this Affair, 


except it be, to reſign it intirely to the Diſpoſal 


of Heaven ? And who is the Perſon, that dares 


diſpute the Surrender ? or, rather, that will not 


make it with the greateſt Readineſs and Plea- 


fare? TE ALMIGHTY certainly challenges this 
Work to Himſelf; and therefore our Duty is 70 


Hand flill and fee His Salvation. For This, in 


1 Exod. xv. 25. 2 hid. Av. 13: 
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brief, is the general Iſſue of the Matter, and 
here we may leave it with the laſt Satisfaction: 
That be Tüursx WaTERs, the Preſent Objects of 
our Charity, What they will in their Natural 
Capacity; there is, however, Nothing in them 
fo unpromiſſing to an Eye of mere Senſe ; /o un- 
traftable with regard to human Efforts ; but 


ALMIicuTY Gop can ſubject it to His Pleaſure, 


and give it that Turn, which ſhall beſt anſwer 
the Deſigns of His Grace. 

AND thus, indeed, we actually find it, in 
Reference to The Subjects now under Confide- 
ration ; as a prefent, irrefragable Proof, that 
THE ALMIGHTY has already begun, and there- 
fore, we may preſume, will certainly go on, to 
fulfil the gracious Promiſe in the Text. We, 
at this Juncture, behold in Them many endear- 
ing Returns of our Bounty: Tue BREAD, which 
we have diſpers'd amongſt them, coming back 
to us in ſome of the moſt deſirable Effetts. Wit- 
nels, thoſe warm Expreſſions of Gratitude, which 
ſill accompany all their Memorials ; which till 
breathe through every Application for continued 
Supplies. Witneſs, that zealous Attachment, 
which They perpetually diſcover to our happy 
Conſtitution in Church and State. Witneſs again, 
that pious Fervour, with which They apply 
themſelves, by all the Methods in their Power 
to give 4 Lift to our Holy Religion; @ more 
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free Courſe to Chriſtian Knowledge on the Ame- 
rican Continent. But to inlarge here, would 
be to anticipate the Subject, as it belongs more 
properly to another Part of the Diſcourſe. 
What then, have we to infer from hence, in 
Favour of our Brethren beyond the Seas? Evi- 
dently this, as Matter of Pleaſure, for the Ser- 
vices already done Them ; and likewiſe, Matter 
of Encouragement to thoſe, They farther expect 
at our Hands : That we are here ſo happy, as 
not to have to do with Strangers; that the Spirit 
of theſe Perſons has been thoroughly proved. And 
again that, in Point of the preſent Charity, we 
need be in no Doubt of meeting the proper Re- 
turns; having received many from Them already 
in the Courſe of no leſs than Half a Century : 
And, conſequently, that we have it in our Power 
to obſerve, that THESE WATERs are an Excep- 
tion to Thoſe of the common Sort : That they 
have been ſweeten'd by ALMiohTY Gop; cor- 
rected and ſeaſon'd to the moſt valuable Purpoſes. 
Is the Demand now: The Inference with re 
gard to Ourſekves ! What Other can it be? But 
that, provided we have only a true Notion of 
the preſent Charitable Inſtitution, and are con- 
ſcious to any due Impreſſion from the moſt noble 
Undertaking in the World ; there cannot be 
found a ſingle Perſon amongſt us, who would 
not gladly bear his Part in ſo glorious a Work: 

Exerting 
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Exerting himſelf particularly at this Time, not 
barely to ſupport THE SociE T in their preſent 
Engagements ; that the Appointments now on 
foot, may by no Means ſuffer a Diminution 
but alſo, if poſſible, that Proviſion might be 
made for enlarging the Funds of this Charity : 
That fo, the yearly Diſtributions iſſuing from 
it for the Future, may, on the one Hand, keep 
Pace with the increaſing Neceſſity of oux Co- 
LONIES Abroad; and, on the other, anſwer the 
extenſive Views of THE pious SOCIETY at Home. 

« A NoBLE Propoſal This,“ may ſome, pro- 
bably, be ſaying. But, alas! he Qualification 
« and Influence, hinted at above, are too generally 
« wanting. We have heard, indeed,” may thefe 
ſame Perſons continue, © What has been already 
e ſuggeſted on this Subject in the preſent Ser- 
© mon; and yet, are obliged to own Ourſelves, 
« greatly to ſeek in the main Particulars relative 
« to it. We know little, or nothing, of he 
« Original and true Nature of the preſent Cha- 
« rity : Have but very obſcure and imper fect Ideas 
« of THE SOCIETY Itſelf: Are at a Loſs to 
« form a juſt Opinion of the Meaſures by which 
e They act, and of te Progreſs They have hi- 
* therto made. And, to ſpeak freely,” may 
They add, our Ignorance in theſe ſeveral in- 
e portant Articles, is a preſent Reſtraint upon 
« us; being abſolutely in Want of ſuch Lights, 
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« as may direct us into tbe real Uſefulneſs of the 


Charity itſelf, and therefore Point out our Duty 


*in Reference to it.“ 

Hers then, at laſt, is the grand Matter of 
Diſiculty.— Permit me, therefore, as this is the 
Caſe, to endeavour Vour Information in the ſe- 
veral Particulars above. And this, both as a 
Means to remove ſuch Stumbling-blocis, as may, 
at preſent, lie in your Way; and lead. you to 
thoſe Herghts of Chriſtian Generoſity, which you 
ſeem deſirous of reaching. 


I. IT is then obſervable, in the firſt Place, 
That the Inſtitution of THE preſent Society, 
and the Quality of the Members compoſing it, 
are Conſiderations, that loudly atteſt it's Dignity 
and Excellence, — To underſtand This, it muſt 
be known, That Perſons, equally illuſtrious for 
Rank and Piety, towards the Cloſe of the lf 
Century, had obſerv'd with no ſmall Concern, 
that our Plantations in the Weſt Indies, were in 
the laſt Danger of becoming a Sacrifice, either 
to Atheiſm and Infidelity, on the one Hand; or 
to Poprſh: Superſittion and Idolatry, on the other: 
Partly, by reaſon of the mean Provifion then 
made for the Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
land in ſome of our Settlements ; and partly, by 
a total Want of all Proviſion for their Mainte- 
nance in Others: In Conſequence of which, the 

Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants of thoſe Parts, were either a 
deprived of the Adminiſtration of the Word and 
Sacraments ; or elfe, could only be Sparingly ſup- 
plied with Thoſe Means of Grace: While They lay, 
at the ſame Time, greatly expos'd to the re/tleſs 
Attempts of Thoſe, who declared in Favour of 
the above deſperate Principles. This being the 
melancholly Situation of our American Colonies; 
it pleaſed Gop, as was ſaid before, ſo to affect 
and impreſs the Minds of ſome of the Greateſt 
and Beſt Men, at that Time in the Kingdom, 
both in Church and State, with Theſe, the re- 
ligions Diſtreſſes of their Proteflant Brethren 
Abroad ; that They moſt humbly beſought King 
WILLIAM the Third of Glorious Memory, to 


erect Them into 4 Corporation, [as He accord- 
ingly did by Letters Patent, bearing Date the 


16th Day of June, 1701 ;] impowering them to 
receive and manage the Charitable Contributions 
of All His loving Subjects (if ſo diſpos d) for the 
eſtabliſhing and ſupporting a Fund, that might 
enable Them to make Head againſt the above 


dangerous Evils; by ſending able and faithful 


Miſſionaries Abroad, and maintaining a Succeſ- 
fion of Orthodox Clergy in the Midſt of our Plan- 
tations and Fattories : And by making ſuch other 
Proviſion | particularly, the erecting Proteſtant 
Schools, and diſtributing Numbers of Religicus 
Books ;] as * be 1 neceſſary for the 

Propagation 
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Propagation N THE : Gosrzl. in theſe 3 
Parts of the World. 

_ HerE then, THE, preſent. SOCIETY began : This 
is it's Riſe; Theſe the Perſons originally concern- 
ed in it —And as the Members, forming 77 
Incorporate Body, at | firſt, were Men of Dignity 
and Worth, both in Religious and Civil Life ; 
ſo it continues to this Day [agrecable to it's In- 


ftitution] to be made up of Tag Bishops and 


the moſt Eminent of The Clergy, together with 
ſeveral TEMpoRAL, LoRns and Others, Perſons 


of Weight and Character among The Laity : 
None of Whom receive the Advantage of a Penny 


from it Themſelves, but, on the contrary, con- 
tribute annually towards it's Support. 


App to what has been here ſuggeſted, as an 
Appendage. proper to this Head: That the Rules 
by which THz Socigry tranſacts all Buſineſs arc 
legally approved of, and punctually objery'd, That 
They give yearly à printed Account to The Pub- 


lic of all their Proceedings, exhibiting alſo ar: 


Abſtract of their Receipts and Diſburſements. 


And, over. and above this, They deliver the 


Particulars, every Year to The Lord High Chan- 
cellor ; and to The Lords, Chief Juſtices, of cle 
King's Bench and Common Pleas. So that it is 
impoſſible, there ſhould be * Fraud in the Ad- 


See the Abſtraf? of Tas Soctery' Proceedings for 1752. 
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1 miniſtration of the Monies intruſted with Tar 
SOCIETY. The Whole Kingdom is a judge of all 
Their Tranſactions. And therefore we have the 
higheſt Reaſon to believe, they are all managed 
with the utmoſt Fudgment and Probity. This 


then is the fir/t nn in Their Favour. Once 
more, 


II. Tux NATURE of Tris SocliETY, and 
Their De/ign of Incorporation, are Matters highly 
deſerving our Attention. For we cannot but 
know from Hints already given on the Subject, 
that the Baſis on which the preſent Inſtitution 
riſes, is no other, than what true Prety and 
ſound Virtue had previouſly laid for it. This 
therefore is 10 ordinary Incorporation; but a Body 
of Men, agreeing to charge Themſelves with 
Matters of Spiritual Moment. A Community 
zealous for the Honour of Gop; the Advance- 
ment of pure Religion, and the preſent and eter- 
nal Happineſs of Their Fellow-Creatures. Theſe 
then are Conſiderations, which cannot but throw 

a Luſtre upon Them, and make Them wenera- 
ble in the Eyes of all thoſe, who have the Inte- 
reſt of The New Teſtament Syſtem, as it includes the 
diſtinguiſhing. Principles of Chriſtianity, and the 
Propagation of Moral Virtue on That Plan, truly 
at Heart. | 


AnD ſo much the more is a4 SocIETY of this 
D Kind 


n 
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Kind to be now rever'd and encouraged, as this 
is a Day of great Declenſion and Impurity. Ini- 
quity, bat too generally, abounds; and the Love 
of Many, towards ſacred Things, evidently waxes 
cold. What an Honour then is it to the Britiſb 
Nation, in general; What an Ornament to the 
Church of England, in particular ; that there 
are even yet among us Perſons, who dare enter 
the Liſts for CnRIST, in the Face of Tnfidelity 
and Immorality at Home, and againſt the joint 
Oppoſition of Pagan Darkneſs and Popiſh Super- 
fiition Abroad. 

Wr have ſeen by Accounts under the laſt 
Head, with what Integrity and Openneſs THE 
SOCIETY act in regard to the Montes annually 
depoſited with Them: Here we ſhall have an 
Opportunity of obſerving, that They manage 
with equal Piety and Wiſdom in Affairs of Reli- 
gious Import ; meaning eſpecially, by that Term, 
what relates to their Miſſionaries, Catechiſis and 
School. maſters.— It is a Circumſtance, that muſt 
be ever mentioned to their Honour, that They 
are particularly careful, neither to admit at firſt, 
nor to retain afterwards, Any in their Service, 
but ſuch as apply under the beſt Patronage, and 
continue to at? in Character. Thoſe of the 
Clergy, who are ſent from hence, as Mini/ters, 
into our Colonies, are ſuch only, as are perſonally 


known to, and ſtrongly recommended by, Gentlemen 


of 
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of Eminence in The Church, or from among The 
Laity. And Trial has been generally, if not 
always, made of their Abilities, for the Diſcharge 
of their ſacred Functions, before Their being ad- 
mitted to this important 'Truſt. 

AnD, that They keep @ fri# Eye upon Them, 
during their Reſidence Abroad, is evident from 
hence: That THz SociETY “ defire their Friends 
in America to be ſo juſt to them, when any 
« Perſon appears there in the Character of a 


« Clergyman of the Church of England, but 


« by his Behaviour diſgraces that Character, to 
« examine as far as may be into his Letters of 
« Orders, his true Name and Circumſtances ; 
«* and to inſpe& the Liſt of the Names of the 
© Miſſionaries of the Society, publiſh'd annually 
« with their Proceedings; being fully perſuaded 
te it will appear, that ſuch unworthy Perſon is 
e not among them; but if it ſhould ſo happen, 
« that at any Time ſuch a bad Perſon's Name 
© ſhould be found in their Liſt, they again in- 
« treat all their Friends, in the ſacred Name 


of Chriſt, to make it known to them, pro- 


« miſſmg that they will put away from them 
e that wicked Perſon *.” 
IT is then abundantly clear, both from is 


and the preceeding Head, that thoſe, who are 


pleaſed to intereſt Themſelves in this great Work, 


See Abſtrad, as above, p. 50, 51. 
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are Perſons of true Dignity and Merit: That 


they are zealouſly engaged in the Cauſe of fri# 


Virtue and Piety; and that Nothing can divert 
Them from the cloſeſt Attention to thoſe Mea- 
ſures, which may tend moſt effectually to pro- 
mote and eſtabliſh that glorious Cauſe.—Surely 
then, a Community of this Sort deſerves ſome No- 
tice at our Hands. But why do I ſpeak with 


that ſeeming Tndifference ? I would rather fay : 


There cannot, I ſhould think, be a Perſon among 


us, ſo loſt to a Senſe of the beft T. kings, as not to 


acknowledge, that They, at once, command our 
Efleem and challenge our Afiſtance. A good 


Chriſtian, I am ſure, will think it a great Pty, 


They ſhould be deſerted. Nay, it will eib 
ict him to hear, that ſo, wort hy an Inſtitution 
ſhould fink, ſo laudable a Defign be thrown-up, 
merely for Want of the proper Supplies. But 


this obliges me 


III. I the next Place, to give You a gene- 
ral View of Their preſent Circumſtances. The 


Repreſentation, in itſelf, is rather of the melan- 


cholly Kind ; but may therefore, perhaps, make 
the deeper Impreſſion upon you to it's Advan- 


tage, Their neceſſary annual Expence” (as 


you have heard from His MajzsTY's LETTER) 
« has exceeded their certain. annual Income, for 
<« ſeveral Years paſt, by x more than the Sum of 

Three 
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Three Thouſand Pounds,” in Conſequence of 


which, They have incurr'd a very conſider- 


« able Debt.“ — Are any .ungenerous enough 
to ſuſpect the Propriety of this Conduct, and de- 
mand by Way of Complaint: Why has This 
been done? or, wherefore has hs extraordinary 
Expence been indulg' d ? — The Reaſon is plain, 
and The Deſign pious.— The Objects, to whom 
THE SOCIETY have been deſirous of giving Aſ- 
ſiſtance, by Means of our laſt Colonies, Nova 
Scotia and Georgia, have greatly increas d on their 
Hands. From hence it appears, that a greater 
Number of Miſſionaries, Catechiſts and School- 
maſters. have been abſolutely wanting, This 
additional Number has, of Courſe, brought on 
Them an zncreaſing Expence. And who will 
murmur at this? and not, rather, applaud that 
prous Zeal, with which the Members of THE 
SOCIETY have been prompted to render the ut- 
* Service to our holy Religion? 

W then ſee Them at preſent, really incum- 
ber d; yet“ the Governors and People in our 
« Plantations” preſſing for greater Numbers of 
Bibles, Common Prayers, and other Religious Books : 

Our Churches there, yet diſtreſs'd for more La- 
bourers in the Word and Doctrine); and other Se- 
minaries of ſound Learning and virtuous Edu 
cation much wanted. But whence are be va- 
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rious Supplies to) be had? Where are the Funds 
neceſſary to ſupport: this truly Chriſtian Deſign 
in all it's Branches? Behold/! THE SocitTy is 
thrown on the Generoſity of The Public. Here 
is an Appeal made to the Body of the Nation ; 
to All, who are benevolent and pious amongſt us. 
This, my Brethren, is Their preſent Reſource. 
Gop grant, it may prove effectual! Nor dare I 


admit the leaſt Doubt of it. For, I perſuade 


myſelf, there is not a Soul, that loves CHRIST 
in Sincerity and Truth, but will gladly diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf on the preſent Occaſion. Let the 
Queſtion then go round.— Am I a Chriſtian 
« indeed, or only in Name? Do I attend e 
“Service of the Church from a Principle of 
* true Love to ALmicuTy God, or only thro 
« @ flaviſh Fear of Man; merely to be faſhion- 
e able, and ſave Appearances ? Do I believe, 
there is any. ſuch Thing as ſpiritual” Food to 
ebe met with in the Houſe of Gop ? and that, 
“there are really Perſons in the World, who 
«© bunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs *. Dol 
« enter into the Neceſſity of Tus WorD and 
*© SACRAMENTS, as Things abſolutely wanting 
to make the laps d, degenerate Creature, truly 
« comfortable in this Life, and prepare him for 
the happy Enjoyment of another? — Again: 
« Do I look upon myſelf as @ Steward for 
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c CHRIST, our Common SAvIOUR ? * account- 
« able, at His Bar, for what He has intruſted 
e me with, whether /ittle or much? Am I con- 
te vinc'd, that it is my Duty to do good unto All, 
« as it ſhall have pleas'd Gop to bleſs me; but 
&« eſpecially unto Thoſe, who are of the Houſehold 
« f Faith?” — Why, a thorough Acquaint- 
ance with our own Character, as we may eaſily 
form it to Ourſelves from the Particulars above, 
will readily determine our Conduct on the pre- 
ſent Application. For, if we ſhare the genuine 
Spirit of the Chriſtian, and therefore poſſeſs, 
either a ſerious Conviction of our Duty towards 
the Inſtitutions of Divine Grace, as Things ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation; or can truly ſympathize 
with our Brethren 2 the Seas, who are now 
mourning their Pittance of theſe ſpiritual Pro- 
viſions: Certain I am, that we cannot but em- 
brace the Opportunity before us, as a Means of 
teſtifying our Zeal to THE ALMIGHTY ; our 
Honour for THE REDEEMER, and our affeetionate 
Concern for the preſent and eternal Welfare of 
this Branch of our Species. 

Bur, if we prove ſo unhappy, as to have 
Nothing of the real Chriſtian obtain in our 
Minds; if our Reaſonings and Reſolutions riſe 
from another Spring, and, conſequently, take 4 
different Turn, if we poſſeſs an abſolute Indrſje- 


Jude, ver. 3. 2 Gal. vi, 10. 
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Perſons and Things truly Reli- 
gious ; in a Word, if the Love of 7he World, 
and not the Love of Gop, have gain'd the Aſ- 
cendant in our Hearts; the Concluſion is inſtant- 
ly made: — It will be a Matter of no Conſe- 
quence with us, whether the Light of the Goſ- 
pel be diffus'd, or. not ; whether the Kingdom 
of Cnr1sT rife, or fall; and therefore, of Courſe, 
whether the poor Indians, and others ſettled in 
our Colonies, have the Means of Grace , preſerv'd 
to them; or whether they become a fatal Prey 
to their common Enemies; the Advocates for Pa- 
ganiſm, and the Emiſſaries of Rome.—But I hope 
better Things of you, my Brethren, and Things, 
that accompany Salvation, though I thus ſpeak '. 


And therefore cannot but preſume that, when 


you take ipto due Conſideration the Laudable- 
neſs of the Work, in which THE SocitTY is 
engaged, on the one Part ; and the Difficulties, 
under which They now labour for the Support 
of it, on the other; but that every Thing, 7ruly 


great and Chriftion, within you, will immedi- 


ately riſe, and effectually excite you to give 
Them the utmoſt Afiſtance within the Compaſs 
of your Fortunes. Eſpecially will you be invi- 
gorated to this Conduct, when I obſerve 


IV . THAT THE KING Himſelf has not been 

wanting in ſetting us @ noble Example on this 
1 Hib. vi. . | 

| Occaſion. 


obo id. oo wen: wo r= w——d 4 ey tht Oo i» | 
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Occaſion, Tur SocieTY have to boaſt a Gift 
from His preſent Ma jesTy of Five Hundred 
Pounds. A ſhining Mark, as well of His zea- 
lous Attachment to Religion in general, as of 
His ſpecial Affection to This Inſtitution in parti- 
cular.— Is not therefore, this gracious Benefaction 
from the Throne, a loud Call upon the Subject 
to a Correſpondent Liberality in their different 
Stations ? Shall we not ſeverally be ambitious 


of ſeconding this Royal Pattern? Giving Proof 


to the whole World that, in GREAT BRITAIN, 


Prince and People are animated by the ſame, 
common, Divine Principle; a Spirit of true 


Chriſtian Benevolence. And This in no meaner 


Cauſe, than what promiſes the higheſt Honour to 


CuR1sT, e greateſt Proſperity to this Proteſtant 


Nation, and be moſt extenſive Happineſs to a 


conſiderable Part of our own Nature. Becauſe, 


where we are Inſtrumental in ſecuring to Them 
the Adminiſtration of THE WorD and SacxA- 
MENTS in their primitive Purity, we may there 


juſtly expect the defired Bleſſing : I mean, their 


true Converſion here, and their eternal Felicity 
hereafter.— But this naturally leads, 


V. To another Obſervable, which, if it give 


"THE SOCIETY Itſelf a very ſenſible Pleaſure ; 
cannot, I am confident, fail of doing Them 
equal Honour with Tus PuBLIC: Namely, That 


E remarkable 


um 
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remarkable Succeſs, with which it has plete 
ALMIGHTY Gop to attend their pious Endea- 
vours in propagating the Doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity for more than Fifty Nears paſt. You have 
heard from His MajesTY's Letter, That 
They have diſtributed more than an Hundred 
« and Thirty Thouſand Copies of the Bible, Com- 
« mon Prayer, and other Religious Books. That 
« not only ſome Thouſands of Indians and Ne- 
« groes have been inſtructed and baptized by 
« their Miſſionaries ; but likewiſe, that by their 
« Means and Procurement, many Churches have 
<« been built in ſeveral Parts of His MA JRESTv's 
« Dominions in America ; where at preſent in 
« populous Congregations the Word of God is 
e taught, and the Sacraments are adminiſtred 
« according to the Oy of the Church of 
« England.” 

THts then loudly beſpeaks it to have been 
the Work of Providence. For, as the Abſtract 
judiciouſly Remarks, © had this Councel been 
 «. of Men, before this Time it had been brought 
to nought; its Beginnings were but ſmall, 


« yet hath it far _increaſed.”” And as, from 


the Succeſs with which THE SocitTY has been 
bleſs'd for the above Number of Years, there 
js juſt Reaſon. to conclude, that the De/ign is 
from above, and cometh down from Him, 


» See Page 49. 
| cc from 
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* « from whom every good and perfect Thing 
“ proceedeth” : So, is there equal Ground to 
Ea $6 that THE Diving BEING will conti- 
nue to watch over it for good, and to water it 
continually with the Dew of His Bleſſing. Be- 
cauſe He has promiſed not to deſert His own 
Work ; but 70 bleſs the Proviſion of Sion, and 
ſatisfy bo Poor with Bread >, 

Hz works, however, by Means. We then 
are His Stewards, diſtinguiſh'd by a Variety of 
Spiritual, as well as Natural Privileges : And 
therefore at our Hands is He now ſeeking, in the 
Courſe of His Providence, that Supply, which 
is neceſſary to make our Neighbours and Coun- 
trymen, as happy as Ourſelves. Let it not then 
be or Condemnation another Day, that a Price 


lan Opportunity of doing Good] is put into our 


Hands; but that, being curs'd with ze Fool's 
Heart +, we wanted the Judgment to improve it 
aright. ALMIGHTY God, by the preſent Ap- 
peal, is trying our Obedience to Himſelf, as well 
as our Love to our Fellow-Creatures ; tho'. I 
might ſay Fellow-Chriſtians. 

Ir appears then, Whether we conſider rhe 
Character of the Perſons, forming THis So- 
CIETY; the Nature of the Work, in which 
They are engag'd; the Difficulty and Embaraſ- 
ment of their preſent Circumſtances z tbe Noble 


See Abſtrad, Ibid. 2 Matth. xxviii. 20. 3 Pſ. cxxxii. 15. 
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Example ſet Us by our Gracious SOVEREIGN ; or, 
laſtly, the glorious Succeſs, that has hitherto at- 
tended this truly Chriſtian Charity; that we 
have Motives in Abundance, to excite us to 
Liberality and even warrant a Profufion in the 
Service before us.—And yet, ſtill to bring the 
Argument nearer ourſeFves [for we are then al- 
ways molt ſenſibly affected, when we find our con 
particular Intereſt at Stake; ſtill, I ſay, to bring 
Matters nearer ourſelves] J have yet to ſubjoin to 
the above Incentives, 


VI. Ix the laſt Place, That, when we ſhall 
have been moſt extenſively generous on the preſent 
Occaſion, it is not, that we ſhall have been 
ſerving Others only by our Charity ; or, that 
Others only are reaping the Benefit of our Chri- 
ſtian Munificence : Far from it: We are, in 
ſhort, all the while ſerving our ſelves; nay, and 
let me add, ſerving ourſelves chrefly or princi- 
pally. The Reaſon is: Becauſe we ſhall find 
the Whole of it, at laft, return to, and termi- 
nate in, the Chriſtian Benefactor Himſelf. 

THis will by no Means ſeem ſtrange, when 
we recolle&, that it is the expreſs Doctrine of 
our Text ; which (if the Repetition may be ex- 
cus'd) at the ſame Time, that it lays us under 
the ſtricteſt Injunction, biding us Caft our Bread 
upon the Waters; condeſcends, in the next Words, 

to 
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to endear the Performance by that Conſideration, 
which is of all others, the moſt preyalent with 
Human Nature: Namely, our own perſonal Ad- 
vantage : Adding this incouraging Promiſe : 
For Zhou ſhalt find it after many Days. 
. WHERE then, is be Covetous, Mercenary 
.Wretch ? He, that is not for holding out a 
Finger, ſcarcely, unleſs the Reward be in View ? 
He, that muſt be paid for all his Services, even 
thoſe done his Maker, as well as his Fellow- 
Creatures? Where is This Earth-worm ? Come, 
Let him here ſtand forth.—Say then, Art thou 
not willing 7 ſerve Gop, provided thou can'ſt, 
at the ſame Time, better thyſelf? Well, here is 
an Opportunity for it: Caſt thy Bread upon T 
WaTERs. That, thou wilt, probably, fay, 
e 18 @ very uncertain Element, indeed. Where 
« may not, what I cat upon it, be carried to? 
« And whither am I to go in queſt of it? or 
« when to expect the bare Return of what I 
e give out in this Way?” Diſmiſs thy Fears. 
Here is A PROMISE for thee : A PROMISE from 
the Mouth of Gop, even That Gop, who cannot 
lie. Be obedient then, and wait the Iflue. For 
He, who is THe Gop of Truth has poſitively 
faid : It ſhall turn to thee again. 


1 Tit, i, 2. 2 P/. Xxxi. 5. 
; AND 
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Ap ſhall the Bread, thou caſteſt upon the 
Waters, that is, the bare Principal beſtowed by 
thee in a Way of Charity; ſhall hat preciſe 
Portion of thy Bounty be the Whole Return, He 
will make thee? No. It ſhall come to thee 
with #ncreaſe. He that hath Pity upon the Poor, 
eſpecially the poor Chriſtian, and relieves his 


Neceſſities, lendeth into Tut LorD ; and that, 


which le hath given, will he pay him again 
And, let me tell thee, with ample Intereſt. For, 
as we find it expreſs d in another Part of Holy 
Writ : Me Liberal Soul ſhall be made fat : And 
he, that watereth, fhall be watered alſo himſelf *. 
Witneſs again, that Teſtimony by Moſes. Tur 
Lord for this Thing ſhall bleſs thee in all thy 
Works, and in all, that thou puteſt thine Hand 
unto *, For the farther Account is: That he 
Liberal Man deviſeth liberal Things, and by libe- 
ral Things fhall he fland *.———Who then are the 
Perſons, that ſuffer in this Caſe ? Not the gene- 
rous, but the niggardly Diſpenſer. For, as the 
Text ſays : There is, that ſcattereth; and het in- 
creaſeth ; and there is, that 4with-boldeth more 


than is meet, but it tendeth 10 Poverty 5, 


Bur, it may be, thou art not only covetous 
of Sub/tance ; but haſt alſo a Taſte for Honour : 
Thou chooſeſt to be ſeen with the Great and 


Prev. xIx. 17. 2 1bid. ch. xi. 25. 3 Deut. xv. 10. 
Ja. xxxii. 8. 5 Prov. xi. 24. 
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Nuſtrious of the Earth.  Aﬀare thyſelf then, 
that here, there are Honours for thee too. 


From the Inſtitution of Tuis Soctery in the Year | 


1701, KINGS have been ts Nurfng-Pathers, 
and Ont QUEEN, at leaſt, 2's Nur/ing-Mother *. 
What therefore mayeſt thou not promiſe thyſelf 
in. ſuch Company? Concur with Them in the 
ſame glorious Deſign; then ſhalt thou ſtand on 
the ſame Lift, and thy Name, inroll'd with 
Theirs, be tranſmited to lateſt Poſterity. Nor 
ſo only, but FA Herſelf, ſhall reſound thy 
Praiſe from the Britiſh I/kes, over the wide- 
extended Plains of America. 

Hrar then, in what Accents the Indian and 
the European Chriſtian ſhall celebrate thy Name. 
— * OY!” fays the One, © it is to thy Bounty, 
under a divine Blefling, that the glad Tidings 
e of A SAVIOUR have reach'd my Ears . It is 
« by thy Means, under the gracious Influence 
« of Heaven, that the Priſen Doors have been 
< ſet open to me; that I have broke aſunder 
« the Chains of Sin, eſcaped the Vaſſalage of Sa- 


tan, and am brought znto the glorious Li- 


-< /berty:of the Children of Gop *. Thou art the 
« Perſon, under THE ALMIGHTY, to whoſe 
pious Compaſſion I ſtand indebted, for whar- 
« ever J am, at preſent, and for all, that 1 


1 Ta. xlix. 23. * Nom. x. 15. 3 Ja. bi. 1. 2 Tin. 
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« Thou art the favourite Inſtrument, in the 
« Hands of Gop, by whom I have been re- 


(c 


cover'd from the Idolatry of my Native Coun- 


« try, and have been made acquainted with 
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Tur Ox, Only True Gop, and IESus 


CnRIST, whom He has ſent to be Tae Sa- 


vIOUR, f Sinners. Once I was, fo ſtupidly 
zealous, as to be bowing. down to the ' groſs, 
material Sun; but now, thro' thy Interpo- 


ſition, The Sun of Righteouſneſs is riſen upon 


me with Healing in His Wings. Once was 
I fo impiouſly devout, as to be paying the 
Homage of Devils, by the Oblation of Hu- 
man Sacrifices ; but now, happy Alternative 
are my Hands lift- up in Adoration of te 
Blood of Ixsus, The True Sacrifice of Atone- 


ment. 0! go on, Thou Bleſſed of Tur 


LoRD, in this great and good Work. Per- 


ſevere in thy Zeal. for Gop,. and thy Compaſſion 


for poor, periſhing Creatures. Open thy 
Hands ill wider, that the bleſſed Seed of the 
Word may be ſpread yet farther on the Con- 
tinent ; till under the Dews from the Ever- 
laſting Hills, 2 plentiful Harveſt ſpring-up 
over all the : Amerie World.“ — Heareſt 


4 Jabs XVII, 3. 2 t Tint i. 1g. 1 Mal Iv. 2. 


4 1 Cor. x. 20. 5 Heb. ix. 26, Rom, v. 11, 6 See 


. Abfirac, as above, p. 50. 
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Thou, then, what the once Savage Indian; what 
the once untutor d Negroe, utters in thy Praiſe ? 

Non ſhall thy 'own Country be leſs attentive to 
to thy Merit, or leſs forward to proclaim it 
aloud. *© Tris, ſays the Britzh Chriſtian, 
the Reform d Proteſtant in our Weſtern Settle- 


ments (joining their Acclamations with Thoſe at 


Home, THIS) is the Man, whom Gop has 
* rais' d up to do Honour to the Cauſe of His 
% Maſter in the moſt remote Quarters of the 
Earth. Tuls is the Man, through whoſe 
* Munificence, an effectual Stand has been made 
<« againſt the Enormities of Paganiſm on the 
* one Hand, and the groſs Superſtitions of 


« Popery on the other. Under his Influence, 
« ſeconded by Heaven, we ſee ſpiritual Knomw- 


e ledge making it's Progreſs thro' an immenſe 
< "Tract of Land. We ſee Temples riſing to the 


True Gop. Virlue placed on it's genuine 
« Baſis. Kingdoms wreſted from the Hands of 
« Satan, and their Subjects become be willing 


« Servants of CHRIST JESUS *. 
Tuvs far, it will be obſerv'd, that 7he prejent 


Addreſs will ſuit even Thoſe, who have Nothing 
to inſpire them to Acts of Munificence, but 
Principles merely natural; Views wholly 7empe- 


ral and /inifter —But then, as there is another 
Claſs of Men, who (be natural Conſtitution what 
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it will) apparently breathe a nobler Spirit, I 
mean the warmeſt Love to THE ALMIGHTY ; 
and have a more exalted Iſſue at Heart, namely, 
The Advancement of true Piety and every good 
Work: So, we have to remark that ( beſides 
what Intereſt they have- in the ſeveral Articles 
above, in common with the Worldling ;) they 


have likewiſe a Claim to Returns of @ very dif- 


ferent Kind, meaning Thoſe, which are piri- 
tual and heavenly, Not but we might obſerve, 
even with reſpect to thoſe Returns, which are 
of the preſent Life only, that they are derived to 
The Juſt under very different Qualfications from 
thoſe, which attend /e common Diſpenſations of 
Providence. Be they, however temporal or ſpi- 
ritual, for this World or the next; they are All 
ſuch, as the real Chriſtian is warranted by Hea- 
ven to have Reſpect, to in the Courſe of his Obe- 
dience [in @ lower and ſubordinate Way ;] after 
the Example of the Jew!/bh Lawgiver *, and the 
Bleſſed Jesvs Himſelf *. Suppoſing then the 
Perſons we are now ſpeaking of, by Nature, of 
the fame Mercenary Caſt with the reſt ; yet this 
Temper having been corrected by Divine Grace, 
and brought under that Direction, which is truly 
worthy in itſelf, and always inſeparable from the 
real Chriſtian : What follows? Undoubtedly, 
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That they may indulge he mot” extenſroe Views 


on this Subject, and promiſe themſelves the no- 
but Rewards, for Time and Eternity, in this 
Service. Theſe [true Chriſtians] have a proper, 
indiſputable Title to the Recompence of Reward 
both here and hereafter : Founded, not in the 
Work done [which we ſhould be careful to ob- 
ſerve, leaſt we entangle ourſelves again with the 
corrupt Doctrines of the Romiſb Church ;] not 
in the Merit of their own Actions, but in their 
Relation to CHRIS]; their acting in His Spirit, 


and propagating His Cauſe from the Obedience of 


Faith. Becauſe, by this Means, approving Them- 
ſelves the Members and Servants of CuR1sT, they 
alſo aſſert their Right to a Share in H1s Groxy, 
and an Intereſt in All, that He has promis d. 
Ap how fay the Promiſes in this Matter? 
Take One, that is general. Gop is not unrigh- 
tears, that He ſhould forget thy Work and Labour 
of Love; including, among other Senſes, that 
the Words may be thought capable of; this 
Charitable Act of thine in miniſtring to the Ne- 
ceflities of thy poor, diſtreſs d Brother. Nay 
verily, ſo far is Tur ALMIGHTY from being 
unrighteous in this Affair, that, as we are ſure, 
there is a Gop, that judgeth now in the Earth; 
ſo, we know likewiſe, that there is @ certain, 
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preſent Reward for the Rigbteous. Art thou 
inquiring after , Particulars? Let an holy Com- 
poſure and Firmneſs of Mind, the Peace and 
Pleaſure of thy own Breaſt, be One Inſtance to 
thee among others. For THE Lok p has faid, 
ſuppoſing Thee the upright, generous Chriſtian : 
Thou ſhalt not be afraid of evil Tidings : Thy 
Heart ſhall be eftablhſhed : Both as thou tru/te/? 
in THE LoRD *, and beareſt about with thee e 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience * —W hat ſaiſt thou 
to Health of Body ; Support under Illneſs and a 
Recovery from it, while thy Preſence is neceſſa- 
ry below? Yet the Promiſe here is: THE Lord 
will trengthen thee upon thy Bed of Languiſhing ; 
He will preſerve and keep thee alive+.—Once more: 
Knoweſt thou not, that thou art expos'd to 
Afflictions and ſurrounded with Enemies? No 
Matter. Tae LoRD will deliver thee in Time 
of Trouble : And thou ſhalt either be ſaved from 
the Hand of thy Enemies *, or ſhalt ſee. thy Deſire 
upon them *— Nay, this Reward ſhall deſcend to 
thy Relations and Poſterity : Thy Seed ſhall be 
mighty upon Earth : The Generation of the Upright 
ſhall be bleſſed”. With ſeveral other Promiſes of 
a like Nature, which might be adduced. 


f viii. 11. z Ib, exii. y, 8, 3 Prov, xxviii. . 
+ P/. xli. 2, 3. s . ver. 1, 2. 6 1b. cxii. 8. 
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Bur what puts an Accent upon the Whole, 
is: That, when Gop ſhall have preſerv'd and 
enrich'd thee here; or, which is an equal Bleſ- 
Eng to a real Chriſtian, ſhall. have ſanctiſied a 
lower and more flraighten'd Condition of Life to 
thee ; He ſhall, at laſt, cover all thy Failings, 
wipe all Tears from thy Eyes, give His Angels 
charge of thy diſincumber'd Spirit, and take 
thee to His own Embraces in an upper and 
better World. 

THEN, in the Neſurrection-State, when how 
ſtandeſt in thy whole Perſon, before the Judg- 
ment-Seat of CHRIST, equally bleſſed will be 
thy Lot. For there ſhalt thou find that, as thou 
hadſt been Merciful to His poor Servants in this 
Life, He alſo will be Merciſul to thee. There 
Mercy ſhall rejoice againſt Fudgment to thy eter- 
nal Conſolation *. Then will thy Judge not only 
acquit thee, but give thee an honourable Welcome . 
Then will He recognize all thy Acts of Libe- 
rality in the Face of Men and Angels; and even 
acknowledge Himſelf thy Debtor for the good 
Offices, thou haſt done His diſtreſs'd Followers, 
while traverſing this Wilderneſs*. In a Word, 
Thy Name ſhall be had in everlaſiing Remen- 
brance * ; if not with Men, yet, certainly, with 
Gop Himſelf. And in Proportion to thy pious 


1 2 Cor. v. 10. Jam. ii. 13. 3 Matth. xxv. 21. 
+ Ibid. ver. 42—45 s P/. exii. 6. . 
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Services here, ſhalt thou receive at the Hands of 
Tur AL MIO Ty hereafter. — For, I think, I 
may venture to affirm, that he good Works per- 
form'd by us in the preſent Life, will be 7zhe 
Standard of our reſpective Honours in that which 
is to come. 
Wuũxadar then is the Concluſion of the whole 
Matter? It lies in a very narrow Compaſs.——— 
Whether thou hoveft thyſelf, or deſireſt to honour 
THY Heavenly FATHER: To do good, and to 
communicate, forget not Fur with ſuch Sacrifices 
Gop 7s well pleaſed *, — Wherefore, ſuppoſing 
thou art Rich: Give /iberally, and Gop ſhall 
add to thy Abundance. But if thou art Poor : 
Take only this ſhort Hint with thee : That © the 
„ Widow's Mite, like her Cruiſe of Oil, may 
« feed à Prophet and herſelf too” *. 


* Heb. xiii. 16, 2 See the Abſirae, p-. 50. 
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